Information About
Protection from Abuse

The Protection from Abuse Act is a state law which gives a court the power to issue a
civil (non-criminal) order to protect certain people. They are:

e Spouses, or persons living as spouses, whether they live together now or did in the past

e Parents, children and other persons related by blood or marriage including persons who
share biological parenthood

e Current or former sexual or intimate partners.

To be eligible for an Order for Protection from Abuse, you must have been physically
abused or be in real fear of serious physical abuse because of threats or menace, or have been
sexually abused, or have been knowingly restrained (kept somewhere against your will with no
safe way to escape).

You can file a petition asking a Judge to grant you an Order for Protection from abuse.
You do not need a lawyer to file the petition. You can do it Pro Se (which means for yourself).

Getting Help Getting Help Getting Help

Petition forms: The petition forms which must be completed to start a protection from
abuse action may be obtained from the Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania or from the
Prothonotary -Family Court Division, 100 N. Main Street, Doylestown, PA. Emergency petitions
may be obtained from the Magisterial District Courts when the Court of Common Pleas is
unavailable.

Help with the forms: Free assistance, advice and guidance is provided by A Woman’s
Place-Legal Advocacy Program 215-348-0445 or Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania:

Doylestown Office
224 N. Main St.
Doylestown, PA 18901
Phone: (215)340-1818

Legal representation in court: An attorney will represent you in court free of charge
through a cooperative effort of the Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania and the Bucks
County Bar Association. If you want a lawyer to be supplied for you through this program,
contact the Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania. If you file your petition on your own,
without help from Legal Aid, make sure to call Legal Aid or your own private lawyer as soon as
you file so that you can be represented at the hearing.

Shelter: Contact A Woman’s Place at 1-800-220-8116 if you need shelter, want to arrange for
someone to accompany you to the court hearing or want legal guidance and information.
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Full Order for Protection from Abuse

This order can last for up to three years. It is issued by the Judge at a hearing at the Court
of Common Pleas in Doylestown, which both you (the Plaintiff) and the person who is abusing
you (the Defendant) must attend. To apply for a full order, you must fill out a petition asking the
Judge to order any of the following types of relief:

e Protection from abuse, harassment, threats or stalking.

e Evicting the defendant from the residence and/or granting you sole possession of the
residence.

o  Ordering the defendant not to have any contact with you and/or your children (if they
have been physically abused or threatened with abuse) and/or an incompetent adult
for whom you are a guardian.

e  Ordering the defendant not to harass your relatives.
e  Granting you temporary custody of the children.

e  Ordering the defendant to pay financial support for you and the children (if the
defendant has a duty to support).

e  Ordering the defendant to give the police or sheriff any weapons which were used or
threatened to be used in an incident of abuse.

e  Ordering the defendant to reimburse out-of-pocket expenses you had as a result of
the abuse.

e  Ordering the defendant to pay your legal fees.

An ORDER page for the Judge to fill in and sign on the day of the hearing is included in
your petition.

Temporary Order

Temporary Orders may be entered by the court to provide protection between the time a
petition is filed and the time of the court hearing. Court hearings take place within ten business
days after the date petitions are filed and last until the date of the court hearing.

If there is an immediate and present danger of abuse while you wait for your hearing, you
may fill out the part of your petition which asks the Judge for a Temporary Order. When making
this request you must appear before a Judge for an Ex parte Hearing. Ex parte Hearings are
held Monday — Friday. In order to have the hearing on the same day you file your petition
vou must be in the Prothonotary’s Office no later than 2:30 pm Monday — Thursday or 12:30
pm on Friday with your petition fully completed. The Judge will decide whether to enter a
Temporary Order based on the information about your case which you include in your petition
and provide at the hearing. If you do not meet the required time you will be directed to file your
petition prior to the ex parte hearing on the following business day.
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Emergency Order

A Magisterial District Judge may only issue an Emergency Order when there is a true emergency AND
the Court of Common Pleas is not available. Any Emergency Order issued will expire at the close of the
next business day. Under certain circumstances the Court of Common Pleas may replace the Emergency
Order with a Temporary Order and schedule a hearing which will be held within 10 business days.

If you need immediate Protection from Abuse when the Court of Common Pleas is not available, which
would include weekends, holidays, after 3 pm Monday — Thursday or after 1:00 pm on Friday, the police
may assist you in contacting the appropriate Magisterial District Judge to request an Emergency Order.

If an Emergency Order is GRANTED:
You must contact the Court of Common Pleas the next business day to confirm that your order
was extended or if any further action needs to be taken pending your hearing.

[f an Emergency Order in NOT GRANTED:
You may still request a Temporary Order and/or a Final Order directly from the Court of Common
Pleas. You will need to appear in person to make this request.

Where to File

When the Court of Common Pleas is open: Go to the Prothonotary’s Family Court Office, 100
North Main Street, Doylestown, PA. You may call the Doylestown office of Legal Aid of Southeastern
Pennsylvania at 215-340-1818 if you would like assistance preparing your petition.

On weekends, holidays, after 3 pm Monday — Thursday or after 1:00 pm on Fridays: Go to the
office of the Magisterial District Judge or contact the police to find out which Magisterial District Judge is
on call.

Court Costs

No fees are charged to the plaintiff however, the court may assess costs upon the defendant at the
time of the hearing.

Contempt: Violation of the Court Order

If the defendant violates any type of Protection from Abuse Order call the police. If the police do
not arrest the defendant and file contempt charges, you may file an affidavit to hold the defendant in
contempt. (Contempt means the defendant has willfully disobeyed the court order.) Such an affidavit
may be obtained and filed at the office of the Magisterial District Judge. You can also file a contempt
action against the defendant at the Prothonotary’s Family Court Office. An attorney from the District
Attorney’s Office is present for contempt proceedings and will review your petition to determine whether
the allegations rise to the level of indirect criminal contempt and thus will be prosecuted by the District
Attorney’s Office. If the District Attorney’s Office does not elect to prosecute the case, you may present
your petition to the Court on your own behalf. If the Defendant commits a criminal act such as assault or
terroristic threats, you can also file criminal charges at the Magisterial District Judge Office if the police
don’t do so.






